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village of Khopa, whence it runs southwards over the
hills to the Choruk, thus leaving the eastern and richest
division of Lazistan to Bussia. The rest of this region,
as already stated, is included in the vilayet of Trebizond,
which thus stretches between Armenia and the coast
eastwards to the Eussian frontier. But the Choruk forms
a geological and ethnical, as well as a political parting-
line. While chalk and Jurassic formations prevail in the
south, igneous rocks everywhere crop out in the north,
where they form the higher ridges of the coast range.
The range itself is also inhabited by the Lazis, a western
branch of the Georgian race, and consequently quite dis-
tinct from the Armenians, whose northernmost limit is
marked by the middle course of the Choruk.

The great central tableland of Erzerum, which
stretches eastwards to Ararat, may be said to be limited
southwards by the valley of the Murad, or eastern head-
stream of the Euphrates. Here rise the Sunderlyk-dagh,
the Ala-dagh, the snowy Sipan-dagh, and other mountains,
attaining an elevation of from 10,000 to 12,000 feet,
beyond which the plateau maintains a mean altitude of
5000 feet eastwards to the frontier town of Bayazid.
But it falls southward to the land-locked basin of Lake
Van (5360 feet), which may be taken as the southern
limit of Armenia proper.

At some former period the whole of this region must
have been a centre of great igneous activity. An old
crater may still be traced on the summit of the Bingol-
dagh; the Sipan-dagh terminates in a solitary peak
shaped like a truncated cone; the KTimrud-dagh on the
west side of Lake Van has a crater nearly 8 miles in
diameter, now containing several tarns, and hot-springs
and lava streams, as well as a large crater, may also be
detected on the Tendarek-dagh in the north-east. " The
basaltic ravines on the slopes of the Bingol and Sipan